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,j..,.,.Mi w mms m immi 

Th& foilcvmg ssfi9s of s&^is navs- beef\ sUghtiy stisr&cS sfiectftcsiiy to smt 
'lh& musrcaJ fisffabvQ f}feso/M9d by (CFHF. As suct). mey stKiuki not be 
feg^fd&d as ' lh9 dQfiniuve, ofignmal works. For tfie (uK expori&ncQ, go 
ah&ati am/ rfQUrfi/oad rJie fuU '20000 Leagues Under fJie Sea' Siteraium, 
as .if is if) Jbe pubhc domain, snd. is ffea of diarse. 

mim ■ ■ nam ;■ u 

Rick hutiens, (or b&ng an awesome dude am/ for oid itme's sak&.. 
,Nikos KyrrrKts, for hflptr^g us out in ouf time of need. 
Alex Does, for coming to- our evefy sfKrw and baing andeiessly supporiiva. 
Wouier and E/Jjs, for providing us with vtsusis. 

Jasp&f Wouiers, for ■ having such incredible pa^iehca. 
Shanrron Lawlor, fof you are n\ade of pure aweson\a. 
Ouf friands, families and ioved ones, for believing >n- 
ouf ridiculous, often imgossible fiersonalities,. 






For some time past vessels had been met 
by "an enDrrpous thing," a long object^ 
.spindle-shaped, occasbnally phosphorescentf 

and infinitely larger end more repid in iLs 
nfiovefnente thar a wl^le 

[..J Upon this imaginary creature rested Ihe nespoTisibility 
of all these shipwrecks, which unfortunatdy were oor^ide- 
rahle; for of three thousand sNps whose loss was anrnjaiy 
recorded at Lloyd's, the number of sailhg and steam-ships 
supposed to be tctally tost, from the absence of all news^ 
amounted to .^t ■ less th^n &w • hundred! , 



-i^-'/'.Now, it was the- "nxjnster" who, justly or 

■ was accused of liieir disppearanoe. 
The puMic demanded sliarply ihat Ihe seas sfiould at any • . 
price be relieved from this formidable, cetacean [I].'- " 



I 
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In New Yofk (fiey made preparations for an expedition 
destined to ■ pursue ihb narwhal 
A fr^ate of great speed, tlie Abraliam Lincoln ^ 
M(3S put in conmission as soon as possible. 

-- (he fefinous narwhal. VWe aie going to purge it ftiom 
the seas. A glorbus missionf bUt a dangerous one! We 
cannot tell where we may go; these animate can be vefy 
capricious. Bui we will go wtiettier or no 

The Abrahajm Lincoln had been well chosen and equpped 
for her new destination. She attained the mean speed of. 
•nearly 'e^hteen knots and a third an hour 
a cx^nsideraWe- speed, but, nevertheless, insufficient 
to grapple with ' this gigantic cetacean. 

Captain Fatragut had carelilly provided his shp with every ' 
gp^ajatus for catch hg the gigantic cetacean. No whaler 
had ever been better armed. We possessed every known 
engine, from the harpoon throw^i by the hand 
to the barbed ajrws of the blundertxjss. 
On the question of .the monsfef Ihei^ was no doubt in 
his mind, ihe monster did exist, and he had sworn to rid 
Ihe .^eas d it. Either Captain Fan^gut woiid kill the narw- 
hal, or ttue narwhal would kill the captain ^ 
There was _ _^ no third course. _ 

——<♦>— — . 



For ttiioe months, during which a daiy seemed an agOt 
Iho Abraham . Lincoln furrowed all the 
,wa1jers of (he Morthem Pacifc. 
This useless srarch oould not last much longer. There 
lernain^ notiiino but to retum. 

In the midst of general sienoe a voice had been' heard 
"Look cxjt there! The vefy Ihing we are looking fori" 

At two cables' length from the Abraham Lincoln, on the 
startxard quarter, the sea seemed to be illuminated al 
over. An intense but mysterious light mentioned in the. 
■ report of several captaina This magnificent irradiation must- 
have been produced by an agent of great shinhg po^wer. 
The luminous part traced 'on the sea an immense oval. 

The animal gained on us^ sportrig vyith the waves.* 
It made the jcund of the frigaiteH 
and enveloped it with its electric rings like iLfninous dust. 

The eiectric ligH went out suddenly, and b/wo enormous 
waterspouts broke , over the bridge of the frigate,. 
cverthRMnng men^ and breaking the lashings of the spars. 
A feerful shock folowedi and, throwji over the, rail without 
. having time to stop mysetf, t felt into the sea,, 

— — — 



The darkness was intense. I caught a glimpse of a black 
mass disappearing in the eastf te beacon Iglits dying out 
ri (he distenoe. It was the frigate! I was lost. 

a Icrg b^acl<lis^ body efreiged a yard above ihe waves. 
Its teiif violenlty agiteted, produced a considerable surge. 
One heard distinctly Ihe loud strokes of Itie animal's tailf 
and even its panting breath. It seemed t^lat, at the 
moment lhal the enomous naiwhal had come to teke 
breath at the ssurface of ihe water, the air was engulfed 
in .its lurigSi- Ifce the steam in the vast cylinders of a ma- 
chine of ■ two . thousand hoise-pQwer. 



— — €♦> 



[...} At this moiTigil a hard body slruck me. I dung to it: 
\ wriggisi myself quickly to the top d the being f or objeotn 
,halif out of the water, which served le for a nefuge. 
J l<icloed It was evidently a hard, imperte'iiable body, a^id 
not the soft substance thait fomr^ the 
bodies of the great marine n^mmalia! 
This monster, this natURl phenonnenon (hat had fujzzied 
the learned wid, was a simpiy hLiriar consfludiion. 

Suddenly a ooise came from the interior of the boat. 
One ifori was moved, a man appeared, uttered an 
odd cfy, - afid disappeared inmediately. . 
^ Eight strong men, with masked faces, appeared noiseles- 
sly, and diew us down into their formidable machine. 
Hardly had the r\am:f>J panel dosed upon me, 
when I was envetoped iri daTf<ness. My eyes, dazzled with 
the outer light, ooufcl distiriguish nothing.' 

The dense darf<ness suddenly gave way 1o e)ar9Tie light. 
Our prison became filled with a luminous matter, so strong 
that I could not bear it at first. In its whiteness and 
intensity I recognised; Ihd electric lighi ywhich played round 
the boat tike a magnificent phenomenon of phospdiores- 
cenc?:. After shutting my eyes involuntarily, I opened Ehem^ 
^d saw that this luminous agent came from a half globe^^" 
unpdished, placed in tbe , ..roof of -^Ihe cabin. 

— — -<♦>— — — ^ 



[...] A door opened, and a man entered our piwi. 
I nnade out his- pfevailhg qualities directly: se*f- 
,tXJn}idenoe- -because his liead was well set on hiis slioii- 
deis, and tiis l3lacl< eyes loolted aiDund withi cold assu- 
rance; calnnness — for his skin, rather pale^ showed his 
codnss of btoodi enei^y — evinced by Ihe rapid contrac- 
tion of his lofty broAG; and courage- -because his deep 
breathing denoted great power of lui^. 
"Gentlemen, wi you be so good as to listen to me?" 

"Ivjc^l annoying circLmstanoes have brought you into the 
presence of a man who has broken all the ties d. 
• huinanity. You have oome to trouble my existen(^/\- 
he continued. "I have hesiEajed," said he, "but I have 
thougfit that niy iKtetest might be reconciled with that pily 
to which every human Being has a right. You will remain 
on boaid my vess^, since fate has cast you there. You ' 
will be free; and, in exchange for this liberty^ 
J shall onJy impose cne single condition. 
Jt ' is possible that oertain events, unforeseen, may oblige ' 
me to consign you to your cabins for some hous or 
some days, .as the casK may be. 
You and your companions will not, perinapSi have so 
'mudi to complain of in the chance vAivdh has bound you 
io rmy fete- You will not regfeft the time passed on boarci 
■my vessel. You are oping p visit the land of mar^'els." 




(...} "Sir," said Captain l^efmo, "we vAl, if you pteasen 
ial<e our l^earrigs acid tlie starling -poirk of tlife voyage." 

tine Captain pressed an electric docl< tliree times. Tine 
pumps l^egan to drive tine water from tlie tanl^s^ tlie 
needle d manometer marked by a dfierent pressure 
tlie ascent of Ihe Nautilus, then it stopped. 

'V\fe have arrived," said the Captain. 

I went to tlie central staircase wliicli opened on to the 
platfbnri, damberad tlie iron st^s, and fomd myseif.--. 
■on (he upper ^ part of the Mautilus.. 

I cast a last look upon the sea, slightly yellovved by the 
Japanese coast, The sea was beaiJifiJ» the sky pune. - 
A light breeze from Ihe east rippled the surface of- the'- 
waters. Nothing was in sight. Not a quicksand,, 
rx>t an i^snd. A vast desert. 
The sea wias distinctly visible ibr a mile ail round the ' 
Nautilus. What a spectade! What pen can describe it? 
'Who ooiid paint tfie effects of the :tigH thiough those 
transparent sheets .-^ d'^ wgt^r^ 

and ,tfie softness of (he successive gradafor>s from the 
lower to (he superior strata of tfie ooean?,^ 



At Ihe Captain's call two- d the ship's came to 
he^ us . dress- in imperviQUs dbfthes, constrijcted expressly 
io 'lesist considerable pr^ue. 

:A 'ckior ;cut"in the side of . the Nautilus Itien opened. 
We sew a feint l^ht. In another instant our feel Irod the 
boaona of , sea. 

The' lght,.^ich lit the soil Itiiriy feet b^cw the surface of 
the ooean, astonEhed me. by. its power. The solar rays 
shone through the watery mass easiy, and^ disspated all 
cdbur, and I clearly distinguished objects at a distance of 
a hundred and fifty yards. Beyond that the tints dari<ened 
into fine- gradations of ultramarine, and faded into vague 
pbscurity. ; For a quarter of an hojr I irod on thfe sandf 
EOfywi with the impalpable dust of shelfe. 
Soon forms of objects outlined in the distance vfiiere 
discemible. I recognised magnificent nocks, hung with a 
tapestry of zoophytes of the mast beautiful kind. 
It was rmar^lous, a feast for the eyes, 
a perfsif kaleidoscope of many oolours 
Various kinds of dusters of puie tuft-oor^l, prickJy 
fijngi, and anemones fomned a brilliant garden of flowess, 
decked vwth their coHanettes of blue tentades, .s^ -stars 
studding the sandy bottom. We went on, whilst above our 
heads waved medusae whose umbrellas of cpal 
sheltered us from the ' rays of the sun 



... At last, after about four hourSf the man^llous exouision 
came to an end. A wall of superi: rocks, in an imposing 
mass, rose before us, a heap of gigantic blocks, 
an enofmouSi steep- gianite shore 

Captain Memo stopped suddenly. A gestuie of his bfougfTt 
us all to a halt; and; however desirous I migfnt be to scale 
the wall, I was ohIigKl to step. Here ended Captain 
Nemo's dcnnains. And he would not go beyond them. 
Further on was a portion of the globe he might not 
trample , upon. 

[...| I had remained serine steps behind, when I presently 
saw Captain Nemo coming hurriedly tow^ids me. With his 
strong hand he bent me to the ground,. 
1 was stretched cn the ground, when, raising my bead, 
my bbod froze in my veins as I reoognised two fonnidaWe 
shari<s which threatened us. tenible creatures, with enor- 
mous tails • and a dull glassy -Stare. I noticed 'their silver 
bellies, and their huge Inouths bristling wUh teeth. - 
Hsp?ily Ihe voracious creatures do not see well. They _ 
passed .withoul seeing us, brushing us with their brownish " 
fins, and we escaped by a mirade fiwi a danger oertainty 
gre^r than meeting a tiger fiJI-face in the foresi. 



[..J To m/ greeil suprise. Captain Nemo gave mo the 
permission lo put US on land, if onty so as not to lose ' 
.Ihe lialat of treading on tlie solid parts of our pflanet. 
At eiglit o'docl<, armed with guns and hatchets, we got ' 
off the NautilLB- The sea was pretty calm; a slight bneeze 
blew qr land, tfie Nautius boat ran soflly agrourKl on a 
heavy sand, after having happily passed Ihe oxd reef that 
surrounded the island. The wlide horizon was hidden 
Ibehind a beautiful curtain of forests. Enormoiis treeSi the 
tmnks of which attahed a height of 2O0 feetf 
Cbanoe rewarded our search for eatable vegetables, and 
furnished us with precious food that we missod on board..- 

[...] Just then a stone felJ at our feet 
it was indeed noc^saiy 10 beat a retreat, for about twerty ' 
natives anned vMi ' bov« and slings appeared. • 
We had not gorte two cable- lengths, when a hundred'- 
savages, howling and gestiaiating, entered the water up 
to their waists. Twenty mhutes later we were on board. 
Cries of rage and feariU vociferations resounded outsidef^ 
but the first native wiio piai^ his hard on' the stair-rai • 
fled, making (fie wildest contortions Teir of his rampanions 
foflovwed him. They met with the same fate. . 
It was no rail; but a metallic caible charged mti electridty 
from the deck Whoever touched it f eft a po<veriul shock- . 
the exasperated Papua.r^ i^efreated, paralysed with temor. 

——<♦>— 
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[..J Durrig the days ard weeks that passed. Captain 
."Nemo was very spafirig erf his visils. I seldom saw him. 
.Neariy every day the panels of 
the draviflng-roofin were opened, and we were never tired 
of observirtg the mystefies erf (he submanne worid. 

One day we were dose to a vessel of wiiich the tattered 
shrouds still hung from their chahs. Three stumps, broken 
off atioUt two feet above the bfidge,, shc^wed that the 
vessel had fiad to sacrifice its masts. This skeleton of 
what it had onoe been was a sad spectade as it lay lost 
under the waves, but sdder still ' was the sight of the . 
bridge, where some corpses, bouxl with ropes, were sti 
lying. The steersman alone, calm, with a grave, dear face, 
he gney hair glued to his forehead, and hfe fiand dutdiiig 
the wiTeel of the helm, seemed ev^ Ihen to be guiding 
the three broken masts through the depths of the ocean. ' 
This ternde spectade was the fbteonnef of the .series of 
maritime catastrophes that the Nautilus was destined to 
meet with in its route. We often .saw the hUls of ship-- 
wrecked vessels that were rotting r the defithSf and 
deeper down canrions, buileis, anqhofs, chains, and 
a thousarxJ crther iron materials eaten up by ri^. 
"Ah1.it is a line death for a sailor!" said Captain Nemo, 
at b^. "A coral tomb makes a quiet grave; and I tnjst 
that I ,. and ^m^ cprmades, will find riQ^. other." ^ 




"Ar^.' ^fou' a doctor, M. Aronr^x?" asked Captain 
M^mo, conducting me to tlie back of the IMautilus, and 

vtobkvrri^ ' jrito ^ cabin siiijated near tlie saHors' quarters. 

^There>. on a:bedi' lay a man about forty years of ^e. He 

yfj^^ TK^ dniy 'M, he was wouided to tlie head. 

•1 undid his Iwidages, and tlie vw^unded man lool<Bd! at 
rm ™tli his laiige eyes and gave no sign of pain as I 
did- it- Jt was a lionible woixid. Tlie sl<ull, sliattered by 

■. some deadly weapon, left fine brain e^tposed, whicli was 
rnuch> injured. Clots Ot Wood had fbmned in the bruised 
and ..broken mass, in colour like the dregs' of wine. 

'•^He wi be dead ih two hours.'' 
Captain Nemo's hand contracted, arid sciine tears 
glistened in his eyes, which I thought incapable of shed- 
din^"' any. "Our peaceful cemetery is some hurdfed feet 
belqw ' the' " surface of the waves." he said, 

The next, day, accompanied by Captain MeniOi who was 
foUcvved by a. dozen. of the crew, we set foot, at a depth 
of about.- thirty" feet, on the solid bottom on which the 
Maulitus rested. Here, there was no fine sand, no subma- 
rine prairies , no sea -forest. The light produced a thousand 
diafrnir^ ■ vatietjes, placing in the midst of the branches 
thaL .''Aeie so .vividly oolotied. I seemed to see the mem- 
braneous aridv cylindnfet tubes trennble beneath the 
..ndi-tanion of thei waters. Read purified thickets, long joriEs 
of fanta55^ic artbiteclura, -i^iiiWer^i disclosed t^ffote us.' 

C 



It was an imnnense forest of large mineral vegetations, 
enomnous petrified trees, united by garlands of elegant 
sea-bindwffid, all adorned with doucte and reflecticns. We 
passed fieely under their high branches^ lost in 'the shade 
of the waves. In the midst of the glade, on a pedestal of 
locks loughly pied up, stood a cross oJ coral that exten- 
ded its long arms that one might have thougtit were made 
of petrified blood. Upon a sign from Captain Nenno one 
of the men advanced; and at some feet from the cross 
he began to dig a hole with a pickaxe that he took from 
his belt I undeistood airi This glade was a cemetefy, thfe 
hole a tomb. The bearers approached- the bodyt 
enveloped in a tissue of white linen, 
was lowered into the damp grave. 
Captain Nemo, v^h his amns crossed on his breast, and 
all the friends of him v^o had loved them, knelt in prayer 

The fuieral procession letumed to the NaUlius, passing 
under the arches of the fot^ . in Che midsl of thicketSf 
along tjhe coral busfies, and on the asc^L At last the 
light of Hie ship appeared, ^ard is linninous track 
glided to the [■^utilus. 



"And he rests now, v. n^r hb oonpanions, 
forgoft^i by aJI ■ elser but not by ' us.' 
'Captain Nemo, finally said. 



